Brockton joins Irish town for Santa recelBdockton joins Irish city to set Santa
hat recordNov. 19, 2012

A baby Santa is lifted above the crowd of hundreds of people gathered on
Main Street in Brockton on Sunday tbe annual Santa Hat Challenge.
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Sisters Patricia and Yasmin Coutinho wore bright smiles to accompany their red Santa hats in downtown Brockton on
Sunday afternoonPatricia, 5, and Yasmin, 6, were thrilled to be a part of an international Santa hat count held Sunday
between Brockton and Mullingar, Ireland, a town of 12,000 across the Atlénliice video feed on the Internet joined
people on the two continentsdui ng Sund‘aly’’ s heavpent .because | ' m herel! ” g
Elementary School in Brockton, as she watched other youngsters wearing Santa hats dance on a nearby stage.

An estimated 1,400 people turned out in Brockton for #rewual Santa Hat Challenge, said event organizer John Merian,
who did not have an official count Sunday night.

Until Sunday, Brockton held the record for most people wearing a Santa hat in one loett@nity set it last year

when 1,792 gatheredoMa i n Street near the site ofWhthe fSamdary’ BEd
Brockton had about 400 fewer people participating than last year, thousands of added Santa hats worn simultaneously
in Mullingar, a town northwest of Dublin ireland, helped set a new world record, Merian sdidWe bl ew t hat
out by doing it simultaneously in two separate spots

Brockton mother Heather Derosa said she came to be counted in the challenge again thigly&ar wwwo children,
Zachary, 5, and Ryan, 6 monttisMy son (Zachary) Il oves it. | want to t
Derosa, 30, as she cradled her infant son, Ryan, wearing a black winter jacket and a red Santa hat, § her arm

Nearby, a large TV screen displayed a live video feed from Mullingar, Ireland. As children and parents danced and way
in Brockton, a large crowd of people did the same in downtown Mullinlae crowd became especially excited when

Irish music pipd in from overseas, stirring the Brockton crowd to begin dancing. DJ Joe Lupica led the crowd in singing
“1"m Shipping Up To B Maybrhinda Balzotti cllleddhe kventvk t Muap hgea of |
h a t—ore that Brockton can bodgbout. “ 't real ly shows the Brockton pri de
after addressing the crowdvieanwhile, Mullingar, the Irish town, turned the Santa hat record attempt into aloag
celebration that also included attempts to set world records for the largest greeting card and Christmas tree cutting, as
part of a festival that included live musi€hortly after the joint event, Merian said he spoke with Marty Mulligan, an
organizer in IrelandMulligan told him thousands of people participated in Mullingar, despite heavy rain there, Merian
said.

“He told me they werehey BBwradi bhythappyeWwbensi on) ¢
made history, John. "

Maria Papadopoulos may be reached atappdopoulos@enterprisenews.com



